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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Norman, Charles Harper 
THE CRUMB THAT WALKED $1.75 

We are still very fond of Jane and her lyrical father who first appeared in Mr. 
Upstairs and Mr. Downstairs (1950 - P.350), but we are sorry that in this sequel there 
seems to be a dearth of "made-up" stories. Jane and her father, who is apt to burst into 
poetry at any moment, have some adventures worth the telling, it is true, as they see a 
crumb walking (with ant attached), buy a dog named Humphrey Clinker and watch the life in 
the country. Gentle real-life stories told with an extravagant use of pleasing "picture 
words" only now and then too tightly packed, and difficult for little children. Still gay 
end fresh, as are the exquisite sketches by Margaret Bloy Grahan. (eerty—March). 


Bontemps, Arna & Houghton, Mifflin 
Conroy, Jack SAM PATCH: THE HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME JUMPER $2.00 


An unsuccessful attempt to capture the tall-tale flavor of the folk legend in 
this story of a Buny@mesque young man famous for jumping. Sam Patch, the Spurner of Heights, 
competes the country ‘round with Hurricane Harry, the Kaskaskia Snapping Turle, in high div- 
Fi] ing feats. The two are evenly matched until the day Harry spirits away the damp bath mat 
into which Sam was to dive, and wrings it dry. Then a final jumping contest takes place 
with the ownership of Harry's mistreated bear at stake. Sam jumps the canyon - three-quar- 
ters over and three-quarters back - and bands play. Too thin in folk background to compete 
with the stories of Irwin Shapiro (Joe Magarac, Casey Jones), the Jack tales of Richard 
Chase and these authors' [The Fast Sooner Hound, and the jumping device wears rather thin 
until Sam is allowed to jump horizontally. Very amusing sketches by Paul Brown, although 
very different from the type of thing he usually does and may not interest collectors. 


Tiny type. (2/15). 
EASY READING 


Whitehead, Roberta Houghton, Mifflin 
WHY NOT? $1.75 


Gay play-time adventures of a seven-year-old girl and her friend from which those 
at loose ends may glean ideas, and city children catch a glimpse of country life. Sarah 
Jane was tired of being the youngest in the family because no one had time to play with 
her, but when her friend Julia came down from New York for the summer and fall, there was 
great fun:- her friend Julia's birthday party after which she squished home alone in the 
rain, a dinner with real written invitations for the farm's thirteen cats, and showing 
Julia all the special wonders that she did not have in New York - a lawn party, purchasing 
an “egg worth of candy", going to a country school where all the grades were in one room 
and wading in the creek. Then after Julia leaves there is Christmas and a wonderful present 
from New York. Discreet jollity for little girls, with, however, a cocky "why not?" asked 
at the end of each chapter. Appealing sketches by William Moyers in black and white. Large 


4 type for third year readers. (2/15) 


oh. 
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January 15, 1951 EIGHT TO ELEVEN :- Fiction -25- 


Crowell 


Blyton, Enid 
FIVE GO ADVENTURING AGAIN $2.50 
Another dependable mystery adventure with Julian, Dick, Anne, George - and Tim 
the dog, and as always the chipper tots confound the adults - which may account for the 
success of these books. The children spend Christmas at Kirrin Cottage, where they first 
met their cousin Georgina (who insisted on being called George) and had a mighty adventure 
{ Five on a Treasure Island - 1950). This time George with the help of Tim discovers the 
awful truth about a seemingly genial tutor whom the others like, and when some valuable 
pages of their uncle's scientific work are stolen the children spring into action. Secret 
tunnels, Tim's snarl, and a chase do the bad guys in. Again the airy British speech both 
aids and hinders the action, but withal a cheery business. [Illustrated by Vera Neville. 


(3/12). 
Crowell 


Murphy, Frances Salomon 
A NICKEL FOR ALICE $2.50 

A warm-hearted, loving story of an orphan girl of twelve and her search for a 
real home, with the appeal which this type of story usually has. Young Alice, in spite of 
the efforts of kind Miss Cannon the social worker and various foster parents to help her 
adjust to a home, had. the reputation as a run-away, for Alice never felt she really belong- 
ed to anyone. Finally she is boarded for a few weeks with a jolly middle aged farm couple 
who wanted a boy. Eagerly Alice tries to become part of the happy home and never has to 
use the nickel given to her by Miss Cannon to call the Home when she wanted to run away. 
Consideration and tenderness between the Potters and Alice create a lasting relationship 
and the Potters decide to adopt Alice and later her little step-brother whom she had never 
seen. Intelligent perspective on modern State homes and a sensitive appreciation of happy 
family relationships. Illustrated by Mabel Salomon Murphy. (3/10). 


Bialk, Elisa | Houghton, Mifflin 
WILD HORSE ISLAND $2.00 


_ Ranch life on a lake island in Montana, a tame deer and a mysterious wild mare are 
the unusual elements in this Western horse story by the author of Ride .'Em Peggy. Jim Roberts 
ten, moves with his parents from Chicago to Montana where a friend of his father's has a 
horse ranch on an island which was once the refuge of wild horses. All through the exciting 
days of ranch life, making new friends on the mainland, school and running about with his 
dog and the tame deer Diane, Jim dreams of taming a wild mare he believes will return to the 
island some day. The day comes when Jim sees the mare, but it is her foal which he takes 
for his own. Some points of honor are involved and Jim, mindful of his Cub Scout code, re- 
turns the foal to the owner of the island. But honesty has its rewards and Jim is given the 
colt (or filly- the author seems to have been undecided as to the sex in the last few pages) .# 
A likeable story but may be too quiet for some - we prefer the author's work for girls. 
Fine animal sketches by Paul Brown, as expected. (2/15). 


Carlsen, Ruth Christoffer Houghton, Mifflin 
MR. PUDGINS $2.00 


* Along with the interest in science fiction for older children, there seems to be 

a trend in this age group to exchange for the season the riding crop for the magic wand of 
fantasy, and this story of a marvelous baby sitter is enticing fare. Strange things happen 
when Mr. Pudgins comes to baby-sit with John (8), Janey (6) and Pete (4) - things of which 
the grown-ups are only dimly aware. First there was the bear that settled on Janey's bureau 
_ and wouldn't disappear until he gave her a bear hug; then the mirror children, exactly like 

John, Janey and Pete except they floated, the Dodo bird who spoke a strange language and was 
easily offended, Mr. Pudgins' car Annabelle which swam and leaped. Then there was the day 
the house faucets ran soda pop and the night the bathtub flew. Straight-faced under-playing 
and very real children turn the trick. Pert, appropriate sketches by Margaret Bradfield 


make it all very convincing. (2/15). 
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Lantern Press 
YOUNG READERS INDIAN STORIES $2.50 





Furman, A.L.- ¥d- 





































Eleven short stories about Indians, fur and agin, by the old and reliable anthol- 
ogy team - Regli, Kerry Wood, Kroll and others. Although there is an enticing variety of 
subject matter, the writing has not been as well coordinated for this reading level as the 
others in the series. The style in some stories is difficult and almost pompous. But there 
are plenty of Indians and cowboys - a crafty Indian chief who devises a proper mental tor- 
ture for a fur thief; Kit Carson, the Navajos' enemy and later friend; an Indian boy who 
hunted his family through the wilds; a messenger who outwitted Crazy Horse; a fiddler who 
charmed savage Indians with his music; an Indian boy who lived two years with buffalo cows 
as foster mothers; and Indians and whites who made friends. Could ride on subject, but 
selection only fair. Uneven sketches by Charles Geer. (2/15). 


Woolley, Catherine Morrow 
RAILROAD COWBOY $2 .00 


* Catherine Woolley, author of Schoolroom Zoo, again penetrates the tight little 
island of third grade interests and idiom- this time it’s all about trains. Eight-year-old 
David not only owned an electric train, and had made friends with the crossings’ watchman, 
but helped to organize the Railroad Cowboys, an exclusive group of train fans, composed of 
third graders, one younger, and even a fifth grade man. With the Cowboys and his class, 
David takes his first thrilling ride on the train, goes on a "Rail Fan excursion” with the 
Cowboys, Dad and Jerry, an adult fan,- seeing the round-house, watching the cars being 
shifted, and eating in the diner. A dream of glory comes true when David is rewarded for 
preventing a train wreck and is feted with a ride in an engineer's cab as well as over- 
whelming laud and honor. Plenty of unusual train information, and David is a delightful 
sprout children will approve. Adequate sketches in black and white by Iris Beatty Johnson. 


(2/21). 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN :- Non-fiction 


Earle, Olive L. Morrow 
STATE BIRDS AND FLOWERS $2.00 


A new twist to the nature handbook or dictionary is this collection of nature notes 
about flowers and birds which represent our states. Arranged alphabetically by states, each 
page contains a sketch of the state - with capital indicated -, sketches of the bird or flow- 
er in black and white, and information about the appearance, growth, and reproduction of 
flowers, and description, activities and young of the birds. Although the prose sometimes 
descends into the stuffy, over-condensed jargon of the adult handbook, this is an attractive 
presentation of nature material with many uses in the classroom and home. The lovely accur- 
ate sketches by the author make this an attractive browsing lure. (3/16). 


Draper, Nancy Knopf 
& Atkinson, Margaret F. BALLET FOR BEGINNERS $3.75 


* For some time, dancing teachers, parents and young dancers and balletomanes have 
scoured the book stores, hoping for an attractive, simply written book, with copious infor- 
mation about the rudiments of. the dance for youngsters beginning ballet - this is the book, 
at last. Not only is the bulk of attention given to the early "vocabulary" of the dance as 
the fundamental positions are diagrammed and photographed, and simple steps presented, but 
there is a wealth of information about the history of the ballet, synopses of ballet, "“be- 
hind the scenes" at the creation of a ballet; candids of famous ballerinas; a list of terms 
and famous names in ballet; and charts with music for home practice. The photographs of 
dance classes - subjects ranging from chunky, earnest little girls to the "big kids"- are 
wonderful, and there are plenty of them. The text is geared for young people and each step 
is explained slowly and carefully with plenty of necessary repetition. Don't miss this for 
your library, dance school or home if you have a young ballerina. (2/19). 





January 15, 1951 TWELVE TO FIFTEEN’- Fiction -27- 


Coolidge, Olivia E. Houghton, Mifflin 
“LEGENDS OF THE NORTH $2.75 


A collection of hearty northern myths by the author of Greek Myths.. Included are 
tales from the*Elder and Younger. fdda, the Volsunga Saga, Beowulf, Saxo's History of Denmark, 
and Icelandic sages. The tales about Odin, Frigga, Thor, Loki, the Giants and Dwarfs will 
be familiar to young readers as well as the stories used by Wagner in the Zing operas, but 
there is also a great deal of material which may be entirely new,- particularly stories 
from the Icelandic sagas. Again we feel that as in Greek Myths the treatment of these vio- 
lent, grisly old tales is essentially suited to older children. The approach is vividly 
dramatic and the style is vigorous, yet a hard-eyed interpretation of the stories. cuts the 
gods down to sub-human size and plays down the open-eyed virility of the originals. How- 
ever, the author tells a story well, catches the reader's attention with the first sentence, 
and presents a wide canvas of myth. Again a handsome format with chilly traditional illus- 


trations by Edouard Sandoz. (2/15). 


Means, Florence Crannell Houghton, Mifflin 
HETTY OF THE GRANDE DELUXE $2.50 


* A buoyant, warm-hearted story with heroine to match as again this popular author 
touches upon a social "problem" - in this case a community of Have-Nots. Hetty Beau, six- 
teen and fighting plumpness, was disenchanted by the first glimpse of the Grande Deluxe 
apartment house in Denver, where she moved with her parents. Not only were the apartments 
very down-at-the-heels, noisy, and full of people in the grip of poverty, but the only teen- 
agers were crippled Butch and shy Audrey, from a family of migratory workers and painfully 
grateful for a home no matter how shabby. It is Hetty, secure in family love, if not in 
money, who is responsible for helping Audrey adjust herself to her new life, for promoting 
a school election win with a slate of Have-Nots and minority teen-agers, and for bringing 
the Grande Deluxers together. Somehow it all makes sense, for Hetty is a vibrant delightful 
heroine- engaging always, even in her bouts with diets, poison ivy and the blues. The il- 
lustrations on green wash by Helen Blair are as appealing and lively as the text, although 
some may deplore the bilious cast. (2/15). 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Lyon, Jessica Macrae Smith 
FROM THIS DAY FORWARD $2.50 


The author of For:a Wholé Lifetime again brings a mature and sympathetic treatment 
to a touchy problem - this time the effect of divorce upon a young person ready for marriage 
herself. The love between Ginny and Grant was calm, gentle, steadily deepening, and this 
together with favorable material circumstances pointed to marriage. However, the thought 
of the bitterness and mutual unhappiness resulting from the break-up and divorce of her fa- 
ther, whom she both pitied and despised, and her mother with whom she lived and whose suffer- 
ing she felt intensely, frightened Ginny away from marriage. Timidly, fearfully, Ginny ob- 
serves the successful and unsuccessful marriages of those around her, seeing, naturally, 
only the enormity of the failures. It is the understanding of Grant's mother which helps 
her to see that marriages are made on earth with tears as well as kisses and depend on char- 
acter and mutual trust. A well-intentioned novel. Our only carp is the glossy background 
with money pleasantly in view and slick young people. Two-dimensioned in spots. (3/12). 


Wayne, Richard > Macrae Smith 
; CLUTCH HITTER $2.50 


A return ticket to the bush leagues successfully upstages a young prima donna in 
this above middlin' diamond yarn. Mike Tracy, 24, after a season and a few months with the 
pennant winning Red Wings, was the fans‘ joy and sportwriters’ delight. However, Jiggs Loge 
the manager. of the Red Wings, wanted ballplayers not just for clutches, Mike's specialty, 
but men who give their all "all the time". Therefore Mike, generally indifferent to all 
baseball action except clutch hitting with his name on it, is bounced back to farm clubs in 
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Mike's o1@ navy coach sets him straight, and Mike is called 


spite of his over 300 average. ;' 
back to the Red Wings-sliding, stretching in. his lf spot and hustling like a star. (3/12) 
= Freer, Marjorie SHOWCASE FOR DIANE “—. 


Williams, Beryl NO PATTERN FOR LOVE 


Two more vacuum-packed love-and-career stories with the valuable career material 
almost pushed out of sight in the spongy, spurious stories - slickness and artificiality 
harmful to reading habits. The heroines in these books - Diane, 18, plunged into a show 
window designing career im Showcase ‘for Diane, and Tracy, an embryo dress designer in Jo 
Pattern for Love - live in an unreal world of the ad man where emotion is lacquered and 
polished, ‘and conversation is as bland as butterscotch. In these success stories, jobs, 
and men succumb like a row of duck pins and neither vocation nor love and marriage have 
any real vitality or meaning. Both Diane and Tracy wind up proceedings with confidence in 
their success, big. jobs and loving. men- (Diane has "her very.own husband"). Frankly.we 
prefer solidnon-fiction in career material - let the young provide their own glamor. (March). 


29 

NON-FICFION FOR YOUNG ADULTS | 
Bartlett, Arthur Farrar, Straus & Young 
BASEBALL AND MR. SPALDING $2.75 


The story of baseball's first great pitcher and founder of the sporting goods 
house which bears his name. Almost a contemporary of the game, Spalding was born in 1850, 
and performed in the days when hurling was done underhand. After his pitching career he 
became president of the Chicago White Stockings, and began publishing a Guide to baseball, 
as well as starting a sports goods business. An interesting story about one of the familiar 


names in baseball. (Full report on P. 18). (2/21). 


Scribner 


18 Humphries, Rolfe, ‘translator 
THE AENEID $3.50 
Young people in general do not see much of Virgil these days, and here is a spir- 
ited translation in the modern idiom. Mr. Humphries gleefully admits taking liberties with 
the text - this has no "trot" value - and omits some allusions and proper names, transposing 
lines and "substituting general for specific, specific for general". Be prepared for some 
surprises, but Mr. Humphries truly vitalizes the venerable lay. (Full report on P.19). 


(2/26). 
Whittlesey 


Woodham-Smith, Cecil 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE $4.50 

* A powerful, impassioned portrait in a first authoritative biography. Here is no 
gentle lady with a lamp, but a woman who disregarded her beauty and her wellborn background, 
who had an amazing aptitude for organization, who avoided all public recognition, whose 
courage was equalled by a harsh impatience and whose mystic sense of mission was countered 
by an exaggerated despair. When she first felt the demand of a life of service at seventeen, 
there followed a "secret" inner conflict until she achieved that end after a break with the 
family. Then the apprenticeship in the aqualid hospitals of the times, and Crimea where 
she faced filth, starvation and misery and also the resentment of doctors and officers. Then 
England and the heart-breaking battle to reform health standards. An impressive, absorbing 
biography, not to be missed by aspiring nurses, English and history classes. (Full report 
on P. 19). (2/26). 


Todd, Mabel Loomis- Fg. : World 
LETTERS OF EMILY DICKINSON $3.75 
as A re-publication of these letters was originally published in 1894, which are » with 


the poems, one of the few contacts with a life enclosed. The essential quality of the poems 
is caught in the notes- to her friends, her brother, sister,- sometimes combined with a poem 
or flower. A charming and touching complement to the study of the poems, or poetry in gen- 
eral. (Full report on P. 17). (1/29). 





